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ABIDING WORD LUTHERAN CHURCH | Houston, Texas 

May 24, 2020 – Seventh Sunday of Easter 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! We encourage all our visitors 
and members to fill out a CONNECTION CARD to help us connect with you and connect 
you to God’s Word. If you’re new to Abiding Word, the ushers and pastors are available 
after the service to answer any questions you may have.  If you’d like to know more 
about us, visit our website: www.abidingwordtx.org. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 
Live in eager expectation of glory! That glory is not dimmed by earthly suffering; 
rather, such suffering reminds us of the glory that awaits us. First the cross; then the 
crown. Our light and momentary troubles cannot mute the joy of living in eager 
expectation of glory. The week that falls between Ascension and Pentecost is one of 
waiting and expectation for the promised Spirit and the promised glory. The Prayer 
and Verse of the Day mark the impending nature of our departure and Christ’s return. 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Luther’s Morning Prayer – I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your 
dear Son, that you have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day 
also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you.  Into your hands 
I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the 
wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Preacher ..............................................................................................Pastor Matt Brown 
Service .............................................................................................. Pastor Ben Schone 
Piano/Organ ........................................................................................... Donna Capeling 
Elder on Duty ............................................... Peter Mgema (8:00), Jim Weisbach (10:30) 
Usher Team Leads .................................... Josh Roberts (8:00), Randy McSwain (10:30) 
 
 
ONELICENSE. License #A-705556.  CCLI#11240982 All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. CW 171 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” 
Text: The Venerable Bede, 673–735, abr.; tr. Composite. CW 428 “Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me” Text: Paul Gerhardt, 160 7–76, 
st. 1-3, abr.; Harlyn J. Kuschel, b. 1945, st. 4; tr. composite, st. 1-3. St. 4 © 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CW 558 “Christ High Ascended” Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926. © 1984 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®, Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The “NIV” and “New International 
Version are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc. ™ 
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Victory No Matter What Happens To Me 

OPENING HYMN On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build | CW 173 

1  On Christ’s ascension I now build The hope of my ascension. 
This hope alone has always stilled All doubt and apprehension; 
For where the head is, there as well I know his members are to dwell 
When Christ shall come and call them. 
 
2  Since Christ returned to claim his throne, Great gifts for me obtaining, 
My heart shall rest in him alone, No other rest remaining, 
For where my treasure went before, There all my thoughts shall ever soar 
To still their deepest yearning. 
 
3  Oh, grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, Recalling your ascension, 
That I may serve you faithfully, Adorning your redemption; 
And then, when all my days will cease, Let me depart in joy and peace 
In answer to my pleading. 

Please stand if able.  

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
M:  We have come into the presence of God who created us to love and serve him 
 as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
 punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and ask him to forgive us. 
C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I confess that I am all together sinful from birth. In 
 countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called 
 your child. but trusting in  Jesus my Savior I pray: Have mercy on me 
 according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin and take away my 
 guilt.  

 Silence for Meditation 
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M:  God our heavenly Father has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
 death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 
 dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
C: Amen. 
M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

SONG OF PRAISE A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing | CW 171 (vv. 1,5,6) 

1  A hymn of glory let us sing! New songs throughout the world shall ring: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, Ascends unto the throne of God. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
5  Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, And be our future great reward. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Then, throned with you forever, we Shall praise your name eternally. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
6  O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to you let earth accord. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, With Father and with Spirit one. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us 
at your right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to 
know him and faith to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON  Acts 1:1-14 
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to 
them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he 
was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but 
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John 
baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6 Then 
they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their 
very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the 
sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside 
them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 
you have seen him go into heaven.” 12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the 
hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk[c] from the city. 13 When they arrived, 
they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, 
John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together 
constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers. 

Please stand, if able 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26936c
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GOSPEL  John 17:1-11a 

1After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you 
granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 
given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work 
you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had 
with you before the world began. 6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out 
of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave 
them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I 
came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying 
for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, 
and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the 
world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.  
M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Please be seated. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus, My Great High Priest | CW 359 
 
1  Jesus, my great High Priest, Offered his blood and died; 
My guilty conscience seeks No sacrifice beside. 
His pow’rful blood did once atone, 
And now it pleads before the throne. 
 
2  To Christ, my substitute, Will I commit my cause; 
He answers and fulfills His Father’s broken laws. 
Behold my soul at freedom set— 
My Jesus paid the dreadful debt! 
 
3  My advocate appears For my defense on high; 
A gracious Father hears And lays his thunder by. 
Not all that hell or sin can say 
Shall turn his heart, his love, away. 
 
4  Should all the hosts of death And pow'rs of hell unknown 
Put their most dreadful forms Of rage and mischief on, 
I shall be safe, for Christ displays 
Superior pow’r and guardian grace. 

SERMON 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 

13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit 
of faith, we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who 
raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with 
you to himself. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and 
more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do 
not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but 
on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 
WE HAVE VICTORY NO MATTER WHAT 

 I.   We Know Where God Has Been 
 II. We Know Where We Are Going 
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Please stand if able. 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 
OFFERING  
Baskets for your offerings, for the time being, will be available at the door.  Ushers will 
not be passing the collection plates. 
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HYMN  Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me | CW 428 

1  Why should cross and trial grieve me? 
Christ is near With his cheer; Never will he leave me. 
Who can rob me of the heaven 
That God’s Son For me won When his life was given? 
 
2  When life’s troubles rise to meet me, 
Though their weight May be great, They will not defeat me. 
God, my loving Savior, sees them; 
He who knows All my woes Knows how best to end them. 
 
3  God gives me my days of gladness, 
And I will Trust him still When he sends me sadness. 
God is good; his love attends me 
Day by day, Come what may, Guides me and defends me. 
 
4  Since I know God never fails me, 
In his voice I’ll rejoice When grim death assails me. 
Trusting in my Savior’s merit, 
Safe at last, Troubles past, I shall heav’n inherit. 
Please stand if able. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN  Christ High-Ascended | CW 558 

1  Christ high-ascended, now in glory seated, 
Throned and exalted, victory completed, 
Death’s dread dominion finally defeated—We are his witnesses. 
 
2  Christ, from the Father ev’ry pow’r possessing, 
Who on his chosen lifted hands in blessing, 
Sends forth his servants, still in faith confessing—We are his witnesses. 
 
3  Christ, who in dying won for us salvation, 
Lives now the firstborn of the new creation; 
To win disciples out of ev’ry nation, We are his witnesses. 
 
4  Christ in his splendor, all dominion gaining, 
Christ with his people evermore remaining, 
Christ to all ages, gloriously reigning—We are his witnesses. 
 
5  As at his parting, joy shall banish grieving, 
Faith in his presence strengthen our believing; 
Filled with his Spirit, love and pow’r receiving, We are his witnesses. 
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The Week at Abiding Word    May 24-May 31, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s Blessings to our 2020 Confirmands and 8th grade graduates: Lily Alford, Henry Brown, Samuel 
Brown, Victoria Head, Noah Montemayor and Jayden Schoppe.  Examination of Confirmands and 
Confirmation is planned for Sunday August 2.  Examination will be between services and Confirmation will 
be in the second service. 

Small group Bible Study at Pundt Park (4129 Spring Creek Drive) will resume on Saturday, June 13 @ 
8:30 am.  We will meet in the parking lot on your right as you enter the park. We will start with a short 
devotion & prayer & then get some exercise at our own pace and in our own way. (Running, walking, biking 
etc.) There is also a fenced-in dog park if you want to your dog come along. Look for Pastor Brown @ 8:30. 
Bring a friend or neighbor to begin your day in God's Word & get some exercise. 

"Come and See" - School Enrollment  In John chapter 1, Philip's simple response to Nathaniel about 
Jesus was "Come and See." If we stop and think about our context for a minute, isn't that the exact reason 
for Christian education? It is that we see Jesus and his love every day. Children in our school get to do 
exactly that every school day. We are honored and blessed to have that privilege and responsibility. 
We desire to share our school with even more students and families than we are currently. We have a staff 
that is eager for more students. We have facilities that can accommodate more students. As God blesses, 
we would love for you to help share the message of "Come and See." We are enrolling and giving tours of 
our school all summer. If you know someone who is looking for Christian education, please get them in 
contact with the school office or Principal Carlovsky directly at school@awlcs.org. There is also a link on our 
website to schedule a school tour and a video that showcases our school. Thank you for your support and 
encouragement. 

 
  

Today 
5/24 

8 am & 10:30am Worship 
Meeting in the gym 

Monday Memorial Day Holiday 
Tuesday   Open                                                                                      
Wednesday 
5/27 

7:00 pm Worship Service 
Pentecost: Spread the Message of Victory 

Thursday Open                       
Friday Open 
Saturday Open 
Next 
Sunday 
5/31 

Pentecost: Spread the Message of Victory  
8am & 10:30am Worship  with Holy Communion 
Joel 2:28-29; Acts 2:1-21, 20; John 16:5-11 
Meeting in the gym   

Offerings 5/10/2020 Y-T-D Attendance -  
Received $7,197.26 $470,871.41 No in-house services 
Budgeted  $11,354.72 $510,962.40  
Difference -$4,157.46 -$40,090.99  
% Variance -37% -8%  

mailto:school@awlcs.org
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The Word of God is at the center of all we do. God’s Word tells us that 
Jesus Christ is our Savior and that through him, we have the hope of 
eternal life. God’s Word is the only reliable guide for what we face in 
life and death. If you would like to know more about Abiding Word, the 
teachings of God’s Word, or the mission of our church body, please 
speak with our pastor. 
 

Abiding Word owns and operates a Lutheran Elementary School, 
offering Christian education to students in grades K-8. Please speak 
with Principal Ben Carlovsky about enrollment. 

School Office   |281.895.7048  
Principal Ben Carlovsky   |920.664.2365  ben.carlovsky@awlcs.org  

Abiding Word offers a program of Early Childhood Education, caring 
for and sharing the love of Jesus with children ages 1 to 4.  
For more information, contact ECE Director Jennifer Hahn. 

Early Childhood Office    |281.444.4426    
Candice Learman  candice.learman@awlcs.org 

Abiding Word is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod. We are united with nearly 1,300 congregations 
across the United States and with other churches around the world, 
committed to sharing Christ’s love and the common calling of 
encouraging each other in our faith.  

 

Church Office   |281.444.5894   
Pastor Matt Brown |931.216.6332  matt.brown@awlcs.org 
Pastor Ben Schone   |507.217.1547 | ben.schone@awlcs.org 

Abiding Word Lutheran Church 
17123 Red Oak Drive  

Houston, TX 77090 
Abidingwordtx.org 
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