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ABIDING WORD LUTHERAN CHURCH  | Houston, Texas 
July 5, 2020 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! We encourage all our visitors and 
members to fill out a CONNECTION CARD to help us connect with you and connect you to God’s 
Word. If you’re new to Abiding Word, the ushers and pastor are available after the service to 
answer any questions you may have.  If you’d like to know more about us, visit our website: 
www.abidingwordtx.org. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 
The Holy Ministry preaches Christ in spite of persecution. Christ promises courage for his 
witnesses to testify even in the face of pain or persecution. The Prayer of the Day is one of the 
most ancient in the Church’s use. It seems to have been suggested by the disasters of the dying 
Western Empire. As Rome crumbled, the Church prayed for God’s governance that she might 
worship in peace and joy. Today Christ reminds us that even when that peace and joy are absent, 
he will give us the courage to continue to testify in his name. 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and you 
will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your 
blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 
Amen 

Preacher .............................................................................................................. Pastor Matt Brown 
Service ................................................................................................................ Pastor Ben Schone 
Organ/Piano ........................................................................................ Chris Luecke/Raquel Freese 
Elder on Duty .............................................................. Karl Valleskey (8:00), John Bertram (10:30) 
Usher Team Leads ....................................................... Randy Roth (8:00), George Downs (10:30) 
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Be for Me” Setting © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. CW 451 “ Precious Lord, Take My Hand” Test, Tune, Setting: by Thomas A. Dorsey © 
1978 by Hill & Range Songs, Inc. Used by permission. Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®, Copyright 
© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The 
“NIV” and “New International Version are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.  
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The Holy Ministry Preaches Christ in Spite of Persecution 
OPENING HYMN Just as I am Without One Plea | CW 397 

1  Just as I am, without one plea But that thy blood was shed for me 
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
2  Just as I am and waiting not To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
3  Just as I am, though tossed about With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
4  Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
5  Just as I am, thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
6  Just as I am; thy love unknown Has broken ev’ry barrier down. 
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

  
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P:  Beloved in the Lord, we are not ashamed of the gospel. And yet we have failed to share the 
gospel with people as God requires. Let us repent of our sins, rejoice in the comfort of 
God’s abundant pardon, and recommit ourselves to the tasks he gives us. 

P:  For apathy in our mission of sharing your Good News. 
C:  Lord, have mercy on us. 
P: For taking your precious Word and Sacraments for granted. 
C:  Christ, have mercy on us. 
P: For failure to speak of you boldly, patiently, and gently as we have opportunity. 
C:  Lord, have mercy on us. 
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Silence for reflection 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 

 I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority,  
 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray.  
 O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so that 

your Church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE WORD 
FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 20:7-13 

7 You deceived me, LORD, and I was deceived; 
    you overpowered me and prevailed. 
I am ridiculed all day long; 
    everyone mocks me. 
8 Whenever I speak, I cry out 
    proclaiming violence and destruction. 
So the word of the LORD has brought me 
    insult and reproach all day long. 
9 But if I say, “I will not mention his word 
    or speak anymore in his name,” 
his word is in my heart like a fire, 
    a fire shut up in my bones. 
I am weary of holding it in; 
    indeed, I cannot. 
10 I hear many whispering, 
    “Terror on every side! 
    Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!” 
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All my friends 
    are waiting for me to slip, saying, 
“Perhaps he will be deceived; 
    then we will prevail over him 
    and take our revenge on him.” 
11 But the LORD is with me like a mighty warrior; 
    so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. 
They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; 
    their dishonor will never be forgotten. 
12 LORD Almighty, you who examine the righteous 
    and probe the heart and mind, 
let me see your vengeance on them, 
    for to you I have committed my cause. 
13 Sing to the LORD! 
    Give praise to the LORD! 
He rescues the life of the needy 
    from the hands of the wicked. 
 

 

 

SECOND LESSON   Acts 23:1-11 

1Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all 
good conscience to this day.” 2 At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to 
strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You 
sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding that I 
be struck!” 4 Those who were standing near Paul said, “How dare you insult God’s high priest!” 
5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak 
evil about the ruler of your people.’” 6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were 
Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a 
Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand on trial because of the hope of the resurrection of 
the dead.” 7 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, 
and the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there 
are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees believe all these things.) 9 There was a great 
uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. 
“We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to 
him?” 10 The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to 
pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force and 
bring him into the barracks. 11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take 
courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” 



6 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Crown Him with Many Crowns | CW 341 

1  Crown him with many crowns, The Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing Of him who died for thee, 
And hail him as thy matchless King Through all eternity. 
 
2  Crown him the Lord of love—Behold his hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified. 
No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends his wond’ring eye At mysteries so bright. 
 
3  Crown him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save. 
His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 
 
4  Crown him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above; 
Crown him the King to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love. 
Crown him with many crowns As thrones before him fall; 
Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns For he is King of all 

 
SERMON  Matthew 10:24-33 

24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for 
students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has 
been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household! 26 “So do not be afraid of 
them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made 
known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim 
from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 
afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows. 32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father 
in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. 

BE FEARLESS IN THE FAITH 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

OFFERING   

Baskets for your offerings, for the time being, will be available at the door.  Ushers will not be passing the 
collection plates. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN  BE STILL MY SOUL | CW 415 

1  Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev’ry change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
2  Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
To guide the future as he has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while he lived below. 
 
3  Be still, my soul, though dearest friends depart 
And all is darkened in the vale of tears; 
Then you will better know his love, his heart, 
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
From his own fullness all he takes away. 
 
4  Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 
When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
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THE WEEK AT ABIDING WORD    JULY 5-12, 2020                                                                   
 
Early Service 
Acolyte: 
Elder: Caleb Patterson 
Ushers: Randy Roth, TL 
Joel Freese 
Sam Brown 
Paul Neumann 
 
Late Service 
Elder: John Bertram 
Acolyte:  
Ushers: , TL 

George Downs 
Gary Potts 

 
 
 

July Events: 
7/11  10:30 am Kindergarten Roundup 
7/14 & 7/28  6:30 pm Confirmation and Examination Practice 
Tuesdays  10 am & 7:45 pm Bible Study 
7/18  10:00 am Kindergarten Graduation 
7/19  Installation of new teachers in second service 
7/25  7a-12n Campus Garage Sale 
  
Watch for further information on the date for the dedication of the sanctuary. 

Campus Garage Sale- On Saturday, July 25 we will be having a campus garage sale from 7 am to 12 
pm. Proceeds from the sale will go towards wish list items for the school. If you have items that you 
would like to donate, please price the items and bring them to the ECE no earlier than July 19. We are 
also in need of volunteers to help the day of the sale. Contact Candice Learman if you have any 
questions or would like to volunteer.  

Kindergarten Round-up on July 11: if you know of anyone who has a child who will be in 
kindergarten, please let them know about this event. You may contact Kari Freiberg @ 
kari.frieberg@awlcs.org to rsvp and note a shirt size for the kindergartener. 

Installation of our new teachers is scheduled for the second service on July 19. Out new teachers 
are Seth Hermann (principal and 7th & 8th grades), Emilee Nemmers (5th and 6th grades) and Maria 
Tomassetti (1st grade).  We look forward to welcoming them to Abiding Word Church and School. 

"Come and See" - School Enrollment:  In John chapter 1, Philip's simple response to Nathaniel 
about Jesus was "Come and See." If we stop and think about our context for a minute, isn't that the 
exact reason for Christian education? It is that we see Jesus and his love every day. Children in our 
school get to do exactly that every school day. We are honored and blessed to have that privilege and 
responsibility. We desire to share our school with even more students and families than we are 

Today 7/5 
 

8 am & 10:30am Worship with Holy Communion 
6 pm Bible Information Class  

 Monday 7 pm Board of Elders 
Tuesday 10 am & 7:45 pm Bible Study –  

Idols We Never Knew We Had                                                           
Wednesday 
7/8 

7 pm Weekday Worship 
The Christian Loves God Above All Things 

Thursday 7 pm Board of Christian Education 
Friday Open  
Saturday 10:30 am Kindergarten Round-up 
Sunday 
7/12 

The Christian Loves God Above All Things   
Jeremiah 28:5-9, 1 John 2:15-17, Matthew 10:34-42 
8a & 10:30am Worship  
 6 pm Bible Information Class 

mailto:kari.frieberg@awlcs.org
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currently. We have a staff that is eager for more students. We have facilities that can accommodate 
more students. As God blesses, we would love for you to help share the message of "Come and See."  

We are enrolling and giving tours of our school all summer. If you know someone who is looking for 
Christian education, please get them in contact with the school office at school@awlcs.org. There is 
also a link on our website to schedule a school tour and a video that showcases our school. Thank you 
for your support and encouragement. 

New Bible Study: Idols We Never Knew We Had  
A wood-carved animal figurine. A chiseled stone statue. A golden goddess. Do you have an idol-
worship area set up in your home? We would say “Definitely not! I don’t bow down to idols!” But 
sometimes we do worship idols and make them our gods, not even realizing they are there. Our 
upcoming study will bring to light these idols that hide themselves so easily in our homes and hearts, 
and through God’s guidance and power we’ll get help to avoid worshiping these false gods.     

Starts: Tuesday, June 30th.   
When: Tuesdays @ 10:00 am or 7:45 PM  
Where: 10:00 AM in-person at church, 7:45 pm online via Zoom  
Ends: Tuesday, August 18th 

Taste and See: The WELS Missions Office and Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) have 
joined together in an online event that you won’t want to miss. It began on Saturday, June 27 with the 
opening service and closes on Saturday, July 11 at 6 pm with the commissioning of three new world 
missionaries and a home missionary. Find out more (including two Wednesday evening home and 
world missions Q & A sessions and daily mission devotions): www.welstasteandsee.com 
 
Promo Video: https://vimeo.com/427423708 
 
Schedule: 
Wednesday, July 1, 7 p.m. CDT: Home Missions Q&A panel 
Wednesday, July 8, 7 p.m. CDT: World Missions Q&A panel 
Saturday, July 11, 6 p.m. CDT: Closing worship service featuring the commissioning of three world 
missionaries and one home missionary, immediately followed by a Q&A panel with the newly 
commissioned missionaries. At this time, a watch party is scheduled to be hosted by Abiding Word. 
  

Offerings 6/28/2020 Y-T-D Attendance - 75 
Received $12,850.42 $516,382.17 Sunday 6/28/2020  - (Early- 33 , Late- 31 ) 

Budgeted  $11,354.72 $556,381.28 Weds. Eve 6/24/20 - 11 
Difference $1,495.70 -$39,999.11 In-house Bible Class - 19 
% Variance 13% -7%  

mailto:school@awlcs.org
https://www.welstasteandsee.com/
https://vimeo.com/427423708
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The Word of God is at the center of all we do. God’s Word tells us that 
Jesus Christ is our Savior and that through him, we have the hope of 
eternal life. God’s Word is the only reliable guide for what we face in life 
and death. If you would like to know more about Abiding Word, the 
teachings of God’s Word, or the mission of our church body, please 
speak with our pastor. 

 

Abiding Word owns and operates a Lutheran Pre-School/Elementary 
School, offering Christian education to students in grades PreK3-8th grade. 
Please speak with Principal Seth Herrmann about enrollment. 

 

 

Abiding Word is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod. We are united with nearly 1,300 congregations across 
the United States and with other churches around the world, committed to 
sharing Christ’s love and the common calling of encouraging each other 
in our faith. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Church Office   | 281.444.5894   
Pastor Matt Brown | 931.216.6332  matt.brown@awlcs.org 
Pastor Ben Schone | 507.217.1547 ben.schone@awlcs.org 

School Office  |281.895.7048  
(PreK3 to 8th Grade   
Principal Seth Herrmann  |414.899.9128  Seth.herrmann@awlcs.org  

Abiding Word Lutheran Church 
17123 Red Oak Drive  

Houston, TX 77090 
Abidingwordtx.org 
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